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‘Rainfed region will get
enough rainfall this year’
of climate change and tropical cyclones
attribute the trend in the frequency of
intense cyclones in the Arabian Sea to
global warming or climate change. We
agree, but with low confidence. It is
because the studies carried out so far
show conflicting results. Also, the number of cyclones that develop over the
Arabian Sea is very rare. However, studies have shown that sea surface temperature is rising and ocean heat content is
increasing, which are favourable for the
intensification of cyclones.

The cyclone man of India, as India Meteorological Department (IMD)
Director General MRUTYUNJAY MOHAPATRA is known, believes in
accuracy and dismisses individual models predicting cyclones as
pseudo forecasters. In an interview with Ramani Ranjan Mohapatra,
the IMD chief talks about the onset of monsoon, rainfall distribution,
the increasing trend of tropical cyclones over the Arabian Sea, and the
reason behind the rising sea level. Edited excerpts:
The southwest monsoon has been
delayed and is now likely to hit the
Kerala coast by June 3. But a private
agency has announced the onset of
monsoon in the state. What explains
this difference?

The normal date of southwest monsoon
setting over Kerala is June 1, with a standard deviation of plus-minus five days.
Therefore, it is not delayed if the rain sets
in on June 3. Our forecast is scientific,
based on an objective criterion, considers
the strength of monsoon winds in terms
of their speed and depth in the atmosphere. It considers its impact in terms of
the cloudiness and rainfall occurring over
the region. When all these conditions are
satisfied, monsoon will be declared.

There have been conflicting reports over
the exact landfall location of Cyclone
Yaas. Would you like to clarify?

on rainfall for agriculture, which can also
be called a rainfed area. So for
the first time, we have predictThe IMD has updated its
ed the forecast for the rainfed
forecast that India is likely to
area. The rainfed area includes
receive 101 per cent of the
Rajasthan and Jharkhand, in
long period average this year.
addition to Central India. In
What about rainfall
MRUTYUNJAY
another initiative, we have
distribution?
MOHAPATRA
predicted rainfall in June,
The IMD has taken several
Director General,
which is likely to see normal
new initiatives concerning
India Meteorological rainfall.
monsoon predictions. In a
Department
first for IMD, we have providTwo cyclones have hit the
ed the rainfall distribution
across the country. The rainfall distribu- western and eastern coasts in less than a
tion was issued in the first stage forecast fortnight. While cyclones are frequent
issued on April 16. In the second forecast, over the Bay of Bengal, there is an
we also predicted rainfall distribution increasing trend of tropical cyclones
across India. Now, while we have predict- over the Arabian Sea. What is the
ed normal rainfall in northwest India and reason?
the southern peninsula, northeast India Yes, the number of intense cyclones is
is expected to have below-normal rainfall showing an increasing trend over the
and central India is likely to have above- Arabian Sea since 1990. But there is no
normal rainfall activity, which is good for such trend over the Bay of Bengal, which
agriculture and water resources. Central means the number of intense cyclones
India — which covers Odisha, is neither increasing nor decreasing
Chhattishgarh, Maharashtra, Madhya here. Studies by members of internaPradesh, and Gujarat — mainly depends tional expert committees on the impact
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PLI scheme...

The scheme offers incentives
to companies on incremental
sales of goods manufactured
in India for a period of five
years.
“The idea is to engage with
industry regularly, monitor
various milestones achieved
(as part of the scheme). There
should also be regular handholding for companies,” the
official cited above said.
A system will have to be
introduced to enable prompt
decision making and look into
the “legitimate requirements”
of the companies availing of
incentives under the scheme,
suggested the panel, which
also includes senior officials
of the NITI Aayog, finance
ministry, and commerce and
industry ministry.
While there has been no
formal announcement regarding the easing of norms, a
process-driven method to
address the industries’ woes
can boost investor confidence
and promote ease of doing
business.

Google...
The April 20 order issued
a direction “to search engines
Google Search, Yahoo Search,
Microsoft Bing, DuckDuckGo
to endeavour to use automated tools, to proactively identify and globally disable
access to any content which is
exactly identical to the offending content that may appear
on any other websites/online
platforms".
“We’ve filed an appeal
against this part of the order
and look forward to explaining the steps we take to
remove objectionable content

from Google Search results,”
the spokesperson added.
Google's contention is that
a search engine has a different
role compared to a social
media intermediary such as
Facebook, Instagram or
Twitter. It had also submitted
to the court in April that on
the issue of removal of content
or blocking access, the role of
the search engine is reactive
and limited to disabling
access to specific uniform
resource locators from the
search results, once these are
reported by governmental
agencies or ordered by court.
Search engines do not have a
proactive role.
“The single judge has misinterpreted and misapplied
the new IT Rules, 2021, to the
appellant’s search engine.
Additionally, the single judge
has conflated various sections
of the IT Act and separate
rules prescribed thereunder,
and has passed template
orders combining all such
offences and provisions,
which is bad in law,” Google
has said in its appeal against
the April 20 judgment.
The court has issued
notices to the Centre, Delhi
government, Internet Service
Providers Association of
India, Facebook, the pornographic site and the woman,
on whose plea the April ruling
had come, and sought their
responses to Google’s plea by
July 25.

Covid-linked
corruption...
The enforcement agency
added that during the second
wave, it has experienced that
money laundering activities
pertaining to Covid-19 related
offences are on the rise within
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IMD’s forecast has never changed from
the beginning. We have maintained that
the cyclone will cross around Balasore
between Paradip and Sagar Island in the
north Odisha-West Bengal coast. The red
line, the most probable track along with
the balloon, always hinted at it just south
of Balasore. As the cyclone came close,
we made it more specific that it will pass
through between Dhamra and Balasore,
and it happened so. There was no change
in our forecast. The problem is everybody
wants to be a forecaster. The reason why
some people were confused was because
of the pseudo forecasting. Those who
have no expertise or are not mandated in
cyclone forecasting go to the public for
the sake of popularity, which gets the
media attention.
Incidents of seawater entering villages
during cyclones have increased over the
years. What do you think is the reason
and how should states prepare for this?

Cyclone Yaas was a very severe cyclonic
storm. Our storm surge model predicted
the surge will be above 4 metres when
the cyclone was approaching. Also, the
day when the cyclone hit the coast was a
full moon day, because of which the sea
swelled and astronomical tide became
maximum.
The sea level is rising because of climate change, adding to the tidal waves
when a cyclone is crossing the coast.

the country and internationally. Some first information
reports (FIRs) filed with the
police have been examined by
enforcement sleuths and taken up under the PMLA.
“It has been noticed that
the worst form of Covid- related crimes have been committed by unscrupulous elements
during the second wave, turning disaster into an opportunity resulting in unprecedented misery to human life.
Incidents of exploitation,
cheating and extortion of varied kinds have been committed against people who were
in dire need of medical help,”
according to the note. It added
that an action report would be
submitted by all zones (across
the country) by June 30.
Sources said the move followed a government constituted-committee suggesting
extension of ED jurisdiction to
Covid-related offences.
According to the agency,
Covid-related crime intensified during the second wave.
Hoarding, profiteering, adulteration, and black marketing
of items such as medicines
medical equipment, oxygen
cylinder, hospital beds have
been noticed at a massive
scale during the second wave.

Tata Sons...
The steel major is paying a 162
per cent higher dividend in
FY21 than last year, thanks to
a rebound in the global steel
cycle, leading to higher profitability. Tata Steel is paying
an equity dividend of ~2,997
crore in FY21, up from ~1,146
crore a year ago. Out of this,
Tata Sons’ share would be
around ~987 crore.
The analysis is based on
the annual dividend paid by
the listed Tata group companies, and Tata Sons’ stake in
these companies at the end of
March every year. The estimated proceeds from share
buyback by TCS have been
added to this. TCS has so far
done three share buybacks of
~16,000 crore each, cumulatively returning ~48,000 crore
to its shareholders. Tata Sons’
proceeds from the TCS share
buybacks have been estimated based on its shareholding
in the company.
Tata Sons’ finances continue to remain disproportionately dependent on the payout
by TCS. In FY21, Tata Sons is
likely to net around ~20,150
crore from TCS by way of equity dividend and proceeds
from share buyback. Out of
this, around ~10,000 crore
came from the proceeds of
share buyback and the rest

came from equity dividend.
TCS paid a total equity dividend of around ~14,000 crore
in FY21. The company also
spent ~16,000 crore in share
buyback in January this year.
In the last five years, dividend and share buybacks by
TCS have accounted for nearly
94 per cent of all Tata Sons
earnings.
The payout by other group
companies such as Titan, Tata
Power, Tata Chemicals, Tata
Consumer, Voltas and Tata
Communications remains a
fraction of the amount paid by
TCS and Tata Steel. Tata
Motors, which accounts for 40
per cent of all Tata Sons equity
investment in the group listed
companies, will skip dividend
for the fifth consecutive year.
Some analysts worry about
Tata Sons’ overdependence
on TCS given a slowdown in
its revenue and profit growth
and its high payout ratio. “TCS
has been very generous in
rewarding its shareholders but
future growth in its payout
will depend on earnings
growth that is now growing in
single digit,” said an analyst
on the condition of anonymity.
In the last four years, TCS
has distributed 91 per cent of
its reported net profit as dividend or share buyback among
its shareholders. In the same
period, its net sales have
grown at a compounded
annual rate of 7.5 per cent
while net profit has grown at
a CAGR of 5.9 per cent.
A continued poor show by
Tata Motors however means
that TCS may continue to
remain Tata Sons prime cash
cow in foreseeable future.

Vaccine
policy...
The top court's order came in
suo motu case on Covid-19
management. The bench also
sought data on the percentage
of population that has been
vaccinated (with one, and
both doses), as against eligible
persons in the first three phases of the vaccination drive.
“This shall include data
pertaining to the percentage
of rural population as well as
the percentage of urban population so vaccinated,” it said,
adding that an outline for how
and when the Central
Government seeks to vaccinate the remaining population in phases 1, 2 and 3, shall
also be given.
It listed the matter for further hearing on June 30.
More on business-standard.com

